
Daniel Eugene Berns
October 16, 1933 - May 9, 2022

Daniel Eugene Berns died Monday, May 9th, 2022 at the Pine Valley
Community Village in Richland Center. Dan spent his last year in the care of
the devoted staff at Pine Valley. 
Dan was born October 16th, 1933 in Garber, Iowa to Helen (Dillon) and
Lawrence Berns. After graduating from Lamont High School, Dan worked in
stone quarries in northeast Iowa before being drafted into the US Army. The
night before he left for basic training, his brother Frank took him out to the
local dance hall. There he met the love of his life, Helen Pritchard. 
Dan and Helen married September 14th, 1957 at St. Mary’s Catholic Church
in Lamont, Iowa. Dan and Helen provided a great example of love,
commitment, and patience (especially on Helen’s end, as Dan would say).
Dan was devoted to the Catholic Church and with great sacrifice, he and
Helen sent all their children to St. Mary’s School. 

 

Dan and Helen raised 10 children. Dan would readily tell you some were
easier to raise than others. Dan is survived by loving wife, Helen and children
Mark Berns, Ann (Catherine) Berns, Colorado, Michael (Robin) Berns,
Virginia, Therese (Paul) Deckert, Richland Center, Jane (Rande) Swanson,
Illinois, Thomas (Nikol) Berns, Virginia, Fr. Eric Berns, Sparta, Matthew
(Fabiana) Berns, LaCrosse, Anthony (Jenny) Berns, Ellsworth. He is also
survived by 28 grandchildren, numerous great grandchildren as well as many
nieces and nephews. Dan is further survived by sisters-in law, Phyllis Berns,



Ohio, Erma Jane (Pritchard) Bernard, LaCrosse and JoAnn Pritchard,
Whitewater in addition to his lifelong friends, the Ward and Peckham families. 

 

Dan earned his living as a real estate broker and later in life he went back to
school to become a General Appraiser. He and Helen owned and operated
Center Realty in Richland Center for many years. Dan prided himself in being
a “Jack of All Trades, Master of None”. Always an Iowa farm boy at heart, he
was at home on earth moving equipment that he used to build ponds, roads,
and a few houses. 
Dan modeled the importance of faith, hard work, and charity - even in lean
times- to all of his children. He will be remembered fondly for his love of family
and his wonderful story telling ability. His sweet soul and clever sense of
humor lit up a room. 

 In addition to his parents, Dan was preceded in death by his son, Paul and his
grandson, Hunter. He was also preceded in death by his brothers Larry, Frank,
and David and his sister, Norma. 

 

A Mass of Christian Burial officiated by Msgr. Roger J. Scheckel & Fr. Eric
Berns will be held on Friday, May 13, 2022, at 11:00 AM at St. Mary the
Assumption Catholic Church in Richland Center. A luncheon will follow in the
church hall. Visitation will be held on Thursday, May 12, 2022 from 4 PM –
7PM at Clary Memorial Funeral Home in Richland Center with a Vigil Service
at 7:00 PM. Visitation will also be held on Friday at church from 10 AM until
the time of service. The local military honors unit will provide military
graveside rights at Keyesville. 

In lieu of flowers, it was Dan’s wish that memorials go to St. Mary’s School in
Richland Center. www.clarymemorialfuneralhome.com 
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Cemetery Details

St. Mary's Catholic Cemetery, Keyesville

Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 12. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Clary Memorial Funeral & Cremation Service, LLC
26777 Jelland Drive
Richland Center, WI 53581
(608) 647-6390
josh@clarymemorial.com
https://clarymemorialfuneralhome.com/

Visitation

MAY 13. 10:00 AM - 10:50 AM (CT)

St. Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church
160 West 4th St.
Richland Center, WI 53581
(608) 647-2621

Mass of Christian Burial

MAY 13. 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church
160 West 4th St.
Richland Center, WI 53581
(608) 647-2621

mailto:josh@clarymemorial.com
https://clarymemorialfuneralhome.com/
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Margie Freeman - December 13, 2022 at 02:35 PM

To the family and friends of Daniel Eugene
Berns, another Comrade was called to the
high command. He has gone to the
commander of us all. On May 13, 2022 in
Honor of his memory, we acknowledged his
service to our country in a time of national need, who is now
enrolled in that great spirit army whose footfalls cause no sound.
But in the memory of man, their souls go marching on. Because of
them, our lives are free, because of them the world is blessed. Our
deepest condolences from Bower-Gunnill-Dalton VFW Post 2267,
Richland Center, WI.

May 12, 2022 at 12:51 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Daniel Eugene Berns.

May 11, 2022 at 05:50 PM

Gracious Lavender Basket was purchased for the
family of Daniel Eugene Berns.

https://www.clarymemorialfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.clarymemorialfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.clarymemorialfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.clarymemorialfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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PCCW - May 11, 2022 at 04:04 PM

Fr. Berns & family -- Comfort and peace to all
family and friends of Daniel Berns. May the
love and memories you will carry forever in
your heart, give you strength to walk through
this time of sorrow. Sympathy and prays from
Sparta's St. Patrick's Parish Council of Catholic Women (PCCW),
along with the St. Pat's Parish Community. Blessed be Dad's
memory!!

May 11, 2022 at 08:17 AM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Daniel Eugene Berns.

Susan Turner Thering - May 11, 2022 at 08:10 AM

When my elderly parents moved next door to the large Berns family
on Kinder Street, they were wary of living so close to so many
children. It wasn't long before they were calling the children by
name and their fears had been allayed. Much sympathy to all on the
passing of your patriarch. He was a good man.

Bill Clark - May 10, 2022 at 09:09 PM

I will see you later Dan! 
Bill Clark ( Mr. Johnson)

https://www.clarymemorialfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.clarymemorialfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Georgine Worthingon - May 10, 2022 at 08:50 PM

DAN AND I WERE CONSIDERED TWINS HE WAS MORN IN
IOWA AND ME 1N MINNESOTA ON THE SAME DAY HE ALWAYS
HAD A SMILE WHEN WE WOULD SEE EACH OTHER. I ALSO
WAS ONE OF THE NURSES WHEN THEIR TWINS WERE BORN
AT RICHLAND HOSPITAL GOOD FRIENDS OUR SYMPATHY TO
ALL THE FAMILY MAY HE REST IN PEACE.

Hayleigh Breininger - May 10, 2022 at 02:15 PM

I took care of Dan at Pine Valley and that was quite the adventure.
We formed an amazing bound it broke my heart when he passed.
Prayers for the family and hugs.


