
Kathryn "Kay" Marie Hawks
August 26, 1925 - November 12, 2016

A much-loved Mom, Grandma, and Great-Grandma, Kathryn Marie
(Weisshaar) Hawks, 91, of Richland Center, Wisconsin, passed into God’s
hands from natural causes on November 12, 2016. 

 

An open visitation will be held from 3:00 PM-7:00 PM on Friday, November 18
at Pearson Family Funeral Home, with family present from 5:00 PM-7:00 PM.
A funeral service will be held on Saturday, November 19 at 11:00 AM at Holy
Spirit Parish in Creston, Iowa. Burial will follow the funeral at Calvary
Cemetery. Memorials to the family will be determined later. 

 

Kay was born on August 26, 1925 to Hans and Marie (Kelley) Weisshaar,
second generation German and Irish immigrants. She was the eldest of six
children, born on a farm in Creston, Iowa, shortly before the Great
Depression. 

Three attributes have remained constant throughout Kays’ life: her love of
family, her innate predisposition for caring for others, and her unwavering faith
in God. She grew up surrounded by family and often filled the role as a
second Mom to siblings. Her cousins, both in Iowa and Canada, were her best
friends and would stand by her side throughout her life. 

Kay attended Creighton Memorial Saint Joseph’s Hospital School of Nursing



in Nebraska, where she earned her nursing degree. Kay returned to Creston,
where she began her nursing career as a Registered Nurse and spent many
years working at the Creston Medical Clinic. Later, she cared for children as a
school nurse in the Creston Public School System. 
In 1948, she married a young Navy Veteran, Thomas E. (Gene) Hawks. Kay
and Gene formed an enviable love and devotion to one another that would
last 52 years. This love was shared with two children, Connie and Tom. They
continued to love and nurture their growing family throughout their lives. 

Kay and Gene later moved to West Des Moines, Iowa, where she continued to
care for the elderly in her family, sang in the church choir, and baked her
famous cookies. Kay could always be found helping others. 

Kay is survived by her children, Connie McElree and Tom Hawks (Nancy); her
grand-children, Chris Hawks (Susan), Tracey McElree, Stephanie Hawks
(fiancé, Shawn Huxhold), Emily Willoughby (Jason), and Joel McElree
(Laura); her great-grandchildren, Molly Jo Hawks, William Hawks, Ian Hawks,
Anabelle Willoughby, Tyler Willoughby, Thomas Krueger, Lydia Willoughby,
and Josephine McElree; and her brothers and sisters, Joe Ed Weisshaar
(Mary Jane), Dorothy Wallace (Dick), Tom Weisshaar, Jane Keitges, and John
Weisshaar. 

 Kay was preceded in death by her loving husband, Thomas Eugene Hawks;
son-in-law, Dwight McElree; brother-in-law, Pierre Keitges; and sister-in-law,
Rosie Weisshaar. 

 

May our hearts be full with the love that Kay has shared with so many. 
 

The Clary Memorial Funeral Home in Richland Center, WI and the Pearson
Family Funeral Home in Creston, Iowa assisted the family with arrangements.
On line condolences can be made at www.clarymemorialfuneralhome.com
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NOV 18. 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Pearson Family Funeral Home
809 West Montgomery
Creston, IA 50801
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Brittany persinger - November 17, 2016 at 06:53 PM

I had the pleasure of knowing Kay for the last year. She was one of
a kind, and a gentle soul. Her smile could lift you're mood at
anytime. Some of my best memories with Kay involved us singing
"you are my sunshine". No matter who you were Kay had a open
heart and let you in. I will miss her deeply. My condolences are with
Connie and the whole family during this hard time.

November 14, 2016 at 10:27 AM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Kathryn "Kay" Marie Hawks.

Tracey Jeanne McElree - November 14, 2016 at 09:33 AM

Grandma and Grandpa shared a special kind of love.

https://www.clarymemorialfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.clarymemorialfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

