Mechtild Antonia Calnin

November 3, 1926 - July 24, 2021

Mechtild Antonia Calnin, age 94, of Richland Center, Wisconsin, passed away peacefully
on Monday, July 24, 2021, at Oak Park Place, Baraboo, Wisconsin.

Mechtild Calnin was born on November 3, 1926, in Nuremberg, Germany to Annie and
Arno Drottboom. As a child she enjoyed sports and nature. In her teen years, Mechtild
began a formal study of art and design. Her love of nature, art, and design continued
throughout her life and was expressed through her vegetable and flower gardens, long
walks in nature, house design, and the clothes that she designed and made with her
sewing and knitting machines. “Mutti”, (Mom in German), as her children called her, had
an undeniable natural talent for design and color, whether for houses, rooms or works of
art. Family and friends who asked for design advice knew she would have an opinion! We
all knew, final approval from Mutti meant we had gotten it right.

Friends and family often gathered with joy to partake of her delicious baked goods and
wonderful German meals. Later in life she returned to painting and created beautiful
scenes set in nature. Mechtild met her husband, Richard Calnin, in Nuremberg in 1949,
where Richard was stationed as an American intelligence officer. They married on January
8, 1953 and relocated to the United States. Mechtild and Richard settled in DePere,
Wisconsin where they raised their four sons and taught languages at Saint Norbert
College. After retiring from Saint Norbert College in 1981, Mechtild and Richard moved to
an eighty acre farm in Richland Center, Wisconsin and converted the barn into a living
space and studio. Mechtild moved to Baraboo, Wisconsin a few years after Richard
passed away in 2010.

Mechtild is survived by four sons, Wolfgang Calnin and his wife Susan of Baraboo, WI,
Norbert Calnin and his wife Susan of Richland Center, WI, Roland Calnin and his wife
Regina of Suttons Bay, MI, and Tim Calnin and his wife Katherine of Panama City Beach,
FL, eight grandchildren and thirteen great-grandchildren.

Mechtild donated her body to the UW School of Medicine and Public Health in Madison.
The Calnin family will hold a private memorial service. Memorial donations may be made



to Agrace Hospice of Baraboo, Wisconsin.

The family would like to thank the staff at Oak Park Place in Baraboo, Wisconsin and
Agrace Hospice of Baraboo for their wonderful care, comfort and support.
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Such an absolutely beautiful woman in absolutely every way.

John & Philomena Poole - August 21, 2021 at 12:09 PM

| always loved when she came into the Locker she was a joy to wait on and
always had a beautiful smile. She enjoyed Cliff’'s honey but that is not what made
her sweet So sorry for your loss Nancy Judson

Nancy Judson - August 04, 2021 at 05:32 PM

Mechtild was such a wonderful friend and colleague at the Red Door Gallery in
Richland Center. We missed her friendship, good humor and beautiful watercolor
art when she moved to Baraboo. Our condolences to the family. Richard and
Shirley Steiner

Shirley Steiner - August 04, 2021 at 03:58 PM

Roland and Regina,

| just found the obituary. What a remarkable life your mother lived. | smiled when |
read this life story because it painted the same picture of her that | remember
from having heard many stories about her while we were working together at the
middle school. Everyone says there is such a lonely feeling of being orphaned
when the remaining parent passes away, and | am sure this is how you now must
feel. It comes as no surprise to know she made a final selfless gift to the
university, with a wish to help others learn. What an amazing woman she was.
We send you our love and we send condolences to the entire family.

Mary and John Skoglund - August 03, 2021 at 10:40 PM



