Michael Gerard Nigl

August 17, 1964 - September 27, 2014

Michael Gerard Nigl, age 50, of Richland Center died Saturday, September
27, 2014 peacefully at home after a long battle with cancer. Mike was born on
August 17, 1964 in Richland Center the son of Rudy & Jeanne (Katalenich)
Nigl. After graduating from Richland Center High School in 1982, he attended
the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, CO graduating with a BA in
Aeronautical Engineering in 1986. While pilot training at Williams AFB, Mesa,
AZ, he flew and was an instructor pilot in the T-37, T-38, there he met and
married Mary Jo Siciliani on March 10, 1990. He served in the United States
Air Force during Operation Desert Calm, Operation Allied Force, Operation
Southern Watch and the Kosovo Conflict. He was also stationed in Maine,
Texas, and North Dakota, where he flew the K-135R, and T-1. After separating
from the military in 2000 as a Major, he settled back in his hometown, flew for
United Airlines ( First Officer -737) and owned and operated Nigl's Fine
Furniture and Millwork. He was active in the community serving on the
Richland District School Board, and Chairman of Richland County Republican
Party. Because of his love of trees and wood, he became a board member of
Bad Axe Woodland Owners Association, a member of the National Walnut
Council, American Legion and Knights of Columbus. In his spare time he
loved attending any sports or activities his children were involved in, hunting,
camping and hanging out at the family farm. He always enjoyed discussing
politics and his love of flying.



Survivors include his wife Mary Jo Nigl of Richland Center; 4 children Mariah
Nigl of Milwaukee, Mikayla Nigl of Madison, McKenna Nigl and Michael "Mac"
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Survivors include his wife Mary Jo Nigl of Richland Center; 4 children Mariah
Nigl of Milwaukee, Mikayla Nigl of Madison, McKenna Nigl and Michael "Mac"
Nigl both of Richland Center; his parents Rudy and Jeanne Nigl of Richland
Center; brothers and sister Rudy (Cherie) Nigl of Stoddard, WI, Jeff (Pam)
Nigl of Richland Center, Teresa Evans (fiancé Patrick Kash) of Merrimac, WI,
Patrick (Lora) Nigl of Beavercreek, Ohio; aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, and



many relatives and friends.
Mike was preceded in death by his nephew Nicholas Patrick Nigl.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Saturday, October 4, 2014 at 11:00
AM at St. Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church in Richland Center with Fr.
Robert Letona officiating. The Local Military's Honors Unit will provide
graveside rites in the church cemetery. Visitation will be held on Friday,
October 3, 2014 at the Clary Memorial Funeral Home from 4 PM to 8 PM
where the Knights of Columbus will have a Rosary Service at 8:00 PM.
Visitation will also be held at church from 10 AM until the time of services at
11:00 AM. In lieu of flowers memorials may be given to G.R.A.C.E. or the
Richland Hospital Kramer Center. On line condolences can be made
atwww.clarymemorialfuneralhome.com
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Tribute Wall

We are very saddened to hear of Mike's passing. We know the Nigl
family from our days at Grand Forks Air Force Base. We always
remember how much you made us feel like family when we were so
far from home. We also remember the wood bar you built for the
downtown bar and Grill and shared many a drink over.

Dave and Karen Miller

Minneapolis Minnesota

dave miller - September 30, 2016 at 07:04 PM
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I knew Mike from my time as an aero engineering major at the "zoo"
too many years ago. | think | last saw him at the USAFA '86 ten year
reunion and only recently learned of his passing from Checkpoints
magazine. The news came as a shock and with tremendous
sadness. Mike always had such a great attitude. His sense of humor
and ability to make me, and so many others, laugh was priceless.
That | would not see Mike for so many years yet be so sad at his
passing speaks to what a great person he was and how he had
such an impact on those who knew him, even for but a brief period
of time.

To his family my deepest condolences. Please know it was our gain
that he came into our lives. My thoughts and prayers are with you
all.

John Specht - The Woodlands, TX - January 24, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Mike was a outstanding classmate, teammate, and friend. We can
all live better lives by learning how Mike lived his. The community
and Mike's family has lost a great man, husband, brother, son, and
person. My hope is that somehow, all of you can find a sense of
peace someday and carry on his memory. Many thoughts and well
wishes are with all of you.

Kraig and Carla Walter and family - Stoughton, WI - friend - December 28, 2014
at 12:00 AM
Mike was a great guy! | remember how cold Nigl's pond was! Spring

fed in Wisconsin! Mike will be greatly missed by many!

Jean Ferguson Pierick - Highland, WI - school classmate - October 04, 2014 at
12:00 AM



Mike was such a blessing in so many ways. We enjoyed many deep
conversations. | offer you my sincere condolences to you and your
family.

Rick De Young - October 04, 2014 at 12:00 AM

| am saddened and very sorry to hear of Mike's passing. He was a
real nice person and will be missed by many. Dale Parker

Dale Parker - La Farge, WI - WWOA-Bad Axe Chapter Assoc. - October 04, 2014
at 12:00 AM

So many have already said so many of the same things that came
to my mind when | heard about Mike. He was a special friend in HS,
as we double-dated with Teresa and my cousin and we had so
much fun together; so many laughs. | will always have memories of
his big smile and even bigger heart. | hope your entire family takes
some comfort in knowing how many people admired and loved Mike
and are happy they knew him. Blessings & Prayers.

Heidi Johnson Swerman - La Crosse, WI - High School friend - October 04, 2014
at 12:00 AM

Neeg's..... You were a beautiful man and my life was better for
having known you and Mary Jo. | miss you already buddy.

God Speed,
Smooth

Stephen Darling - Palm Coast , FL - Friend - October 04, 2014 at 12:00 AM



Our deepest condolences to the entire Nigl family on your loss

Rod & Sherry Klingaman - Gotham, WI - October 04, 2014 at 12:00 AM
Mike will be greatly missed as a friend and colleague by those in the
Bad Axe Chapter of the Wisconsin Woodland Owners Association.
We learned much by his sharing of his experiences with forest stand
improvement and with wood products; and he was a valued Director
of the organization.
Our sympathy to all his family.

Michael H. Nee - Richland Center, WI - October 03, 2014 at 12:00 AM
Rest In Peace Mike! My condolences to the entire Nigl family! May

God bless you and welcome you home!

David Fink - Middleton, WI - Friend from the old days - October 03, 2014 at 12:00
AM



Big smile. Big personality. Flying with Mike was a gas...like flying
with Joe Namath and Joe Namath was your best friend. That is how
he made you feel. Mike had a warm jolly presence he exuded all the
way down to his toes. | have taken many checkrides. The only
check | was not nervous for was when Mike and | took our check
together in the tanker. | tried to get more guarded but | couldn't
flying with Mike. You just new it was gonna be cake. We did the
entire check, his and mine, without a hiccup, refueling included in a
2.6. Deeply loved his family. I still remember the look Mike would
get on his face when he looked at MaryJo or his kids. It was a look
of complete contentment. That look is one of my strongest
memories of Mike. Mike was a happy guy. Rest well my friend.

Keith Gorton - Pensacola, FL - Friend - October 03, 2014 at 12:00 AM
So sorry for your loss, we are keeping your family in our thoughts
and prayers during this very difficult time. With our deepest

sympathy.

Sue and Tim Bradow - Villa Ridge, MO - October 03, 2014 at 12:00 AM



We have so many beautiful memories of your family, especially
while living in Lubbock Texas when Mike and Dave were at Reese
AFB. One of the recipes you gave me is still one of our family
favorites ( teriyaki pork tenderloin). We had many gatherings
together on base at the officers club, at birthday parties, baby
showers, and in our homes with our children. | remember our
backyard BBQ's with the kids running around in that hot Texas sun
in their diapers while we all visited about the latest events. We will
always treasure the time we had together with Mike and you all. Its
plain to see you have a strong support system and no shortage of
people who knew how very special Mike was. God Bless your
family. Dave, Debi, Chelsea, Kate and Nick Meyers

Dave and Debi Meyers - Monticello, IA - Air Force Friends - October 02, 2014 at
12:00 AM

We met Mike through his business (Nigl Fine Furniture) as he
constructed and molded oak and cherry wood cabinets and tables
for our home. Despite meeting under the circumstances of
business, Mike was open, honest, and proved to be a friend which
is unusual in business circles.

He was referred to many of our friends because of his integrity and
excellent craftsmanship. We will miss Mike's smile, easy laughter,
and friendship. He was an open and caring soul, non-judgmental
and kind.

We offer our condolences and God's blessings to Mary Jo and the
kids for their continued confidence in God's love and grace. Mike is

now in heaven, adding another carpenter to the rolls.

Bridgette Arnett - Chicago, IL - Business - October 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM



What a wonderful man from an amazing, loving family! Our entire
family grieves for your loss.

Diane Guelig - Richland center, WI - neighbor and friend - October 02, 2014 at
12:00 AM

Mike will always be remembered by his beautiful smile, his
wonderful talent, and his honorable and strong personality. |
understand how difficult it is to lose someone so extraordinary. He
will be missed as a husband, father, son and friend of many. My
prayers for strength and peace go out to all of you.

Barb Clary

Barbara Clary - Richland Center, WI - friend - October 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Sorry to hear of your lose. Our payers are with you at this time.

Richard. And Mary Lowe - Soldiers Grove, WI - October 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Please know my thoughts and prayers are with the entire Nigl
family. | recently came across a picture of Mike at the AF Academy
from when | was on a Congressional visit. | had asked for Mike to
be my escort as the AF staff would assign someone from our district
to spend the day with us and | wanted to be sure it was Mike. The
academy staff usually assigned an upper classman. Mike was a
"plebe” so when he was with me, the upper classmen could not
harass him. It was probably one of the most peaceful meals he had
while there. He was a super young man and we were proud to have
him represent the Third District. May the happy memories you had
with Mike help you through the days ahead.

Ardell Ladd - Reedsburg, WI - October 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM



Mike's strength through his illness, shows his faith in god. We will
always be honored to have known and loved him as a wonderful
friend. May that same strength sustain his family through the tearful
hard times ahead. Mike will always be deep in our hearts,never to
be forgotten. He was a master cabinet maker and our Lord was a
carpenter they will be great friends.

Carol and Steve Stevenson - Richland Center, WI - Great Friend - October 01,

2014 at 12:00 AM

What a great pilot and great guy | had the honor and privilege of
serving with in the USAF at good ole GFAFB, ND. | remember his
laugh and smiles. May his laughter and kind heart live on in our
memories.

Rebekah J Fineday - Cass Lake, MN - Previous coworker - October 01, 2014 at
12:00 AM
Nigl Family,

I am so sorry for your loss. Being Pat's roommate in college | was
priveleged to share many flight stories from Mike. A wonderful
person from a wonderful family. You will be missed.

Scott Machotka

Scott Machotka - Port Edwards, WI - Friend of Pat Nigl - October 01, 2014 at
12:00 AM

| am so sorry about your loss. | offer my deepest condolences at
this sad time. Sincerely, Dawn Kiefer, Richland Observer editor.

Dawn Kiefer - September 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM



Dear Teresa,

Our condolences on the loss of your brother. Know we continue to
lift our prayers for him. his wife and children, and your parents. May
our merciful God be with you and yours.

Sincerely,

Michael & Barbara

Michael and Barbara Provenzano - Jefferson, WI - choir friends of Teresa -
September 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Our deepest condolences to the entire Nigl family on your loss.

Kevin and Mary Lawton - Stevens Point, WI - September 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Teresa, my heart aches for the sorrow you have all been through.
Losing someone like your brother who clearly lived life to the fullest
is heart-breaking. | didn't know that in addition to sharing the same
name and the same disease, our brothers had also served their
country. May the memories of the good life of a good man comfort
you and your family. PEACE. Linda Alexander

Linda Alexander - Verona, WI - Madison Diocesan Choir Friend - September 30,
2014 at 12:00 AM

My deepest condolences; | am so sorry for your loss. All of you are
in my thoughts and prayers. - Howard Cannon

Howard Cannon - Birmingham, AL - Friend - September 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM



Mike will be missed greatly by many. He touched the lives of so
many people through out his life time. | had the privilege of getting
to know Mike through the Richland County Republicans. He firmly
believed in conservative principles, as | do. He deeply loved his
family, friends, and last, (but certainly not least), his country. | know
the memories, faith in God, and prayers from many, will carry you
and the kids through, Mary. Also to other family members--I share in
your loss.

Ida Ryan - Richland Center, WI - friend - September 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Michael and | flew 25 missions together in the Desert Storm combat
zone. We earned an Arial Achievement Medal for it. Michael was a
great pilot and a great friend. | can't tell you how sad this makes me.

Brad Kn - Macon, GA - Navigator on crew at Loring AFB - September 30, 2014 at
12:00 AM

We are very to sorry to hear of the loss of your son and brother
May the bond you have as family hold you together as you get
through all the days that will follow. Hold on to your faith all the more
and God will lead you through

Glen and Deb Niemeyer

deb and glen niemeyer - richland center, WI - friend of family - September 30,
2014 at 12:00 AM



We are sorry for your loss and send our deepest sympathy. We truly
enjoyed our time in the 912 ARS with Mike and Mary Jo and those
memories will never be forgotten. Mike was always such a caring
and thoughtful person coming to the rescue without hesitation --
whether it was digging out the neighborhood on base from a snow
storm or helping to rebuild a friends house after a flood using his
unbelievable craftsmanship. A true loss to all he touched. God
Speed Nigl family. Matty and Heather

Matt and Heather Watson - Grand Forks AFB, ND - Air Force Friend - KC-135 -
September 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Mike;

I will miss your friendship, your great work you did for me and the
kindness you showed to all and everything you worked for. May you
rest in peace my good friend. Steve

Steve Ruetten - Richland Center, WI - Friend - September 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

We always enjoyed so much seeing all the Nigls at the annual
Fourth of July picnic and Gloria and Jeff's place. Our deepest
sympathies and heatrtfelt condolences to Mary Jo and all of the
family and Mike's many friends. God bless.

Pat, Emma and Gina Durst - Bangkok, Thailand - Fourth of July picnic friends -
September 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM



I'll never forget the fun | had flying with Mike at Grand Forks AFB,
ND. More than once Mike briefed up the approach, "In the HIGHLY
unlikely event | need to go around, ..... " Mike was funny, and he
made crew life better at Grand Forks. God bless.

Dave Hughes - Las Vegas, NV - Air Force Colleague - September 30, 2014 at
12:00 AM
Sorry for your loss

Jerry Allbaugh - Richland Center, WI - September 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

So sorry to hear the news about Mike, he was a Great Person and a
phenomenal pilot. | deployed with him as his copilot flying with him
daily for 45+ days. He taught me flying skills that | will never forget.
He was one of the best instructors I've ever had and a person that |
always looked up to. God Bless the Nigl Family.

David Beaver - Friend - September 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM



Since | was an Air Force retiree having worked on the century
series fighter F-106, Mike used to tease me all the time about
working on such an "old" aircraft. We had many laughs over that
and | always acted like | was upset...then he would force me to
laugh with him. Great Guy! | built a virtual theatre pipe organ in my
music studio and Mike did all the carpenter work. He'd say, "l had so
many customers come in and ask me what this weird looking thing
was that | was building". His wood-matching technique was second-
to-none. PERFECT! I've been holding off with a few finishing
touches | wanted him to make because | couldn't decide how |
wanted it to look. | may just leave it the way it is...l think of him
every time | see those awesome monitor wings he built. | think I'm
still in an F-106, only playing music. Our community will miss him for
a long, long time. God Bless you Mike and your family. You are all in
our prayers every day till we're gone.

George Laubmeier - Richland Center, WI - Friend - September 30, 2014 at 12:00
AM

God bless all of you in this difficult time.

Vickie and Cy Dalberg - R.c., WI - Friends - September 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

My condolences to Mary Jo and family. Mike was a great pilot,

friend and father. It was an honor serving with him.

Pete Pepin - Bethel, ME - Zoomie, T-1A, KC-135 Pilot - September 30, 2014 at
12:00 AM



We only knew Mike for a couple of years. We met him when he put
our new Kitchen in. We liked him right away. He was so patient with
me, as | kept changing my mind, but he never got upset. He was
more of a friend than contractor. We hope you find comfort knowing
that you and your family are in our thoughts.

We are so sorry for your loss.

Paul and Christene Breininger

Christene Breininger - Richland Center, WI - Friend - September 30, 2014 at
12:00 AM

We were so blessed to have known you on our first assignment out
of Grand Forks AFB. Mike and Beav were always telling stories and
Joking around. Mary Jo came to my rescue one afternoon as my car
stalled and | was stuck in -40 degree weather! Got to love Grand
Forks! We have many more memories of your family and we will
keep them close in our hearts. Our deepest sympathy goes out to
the Nigl family! Beav and Pam

David & Pam Beaver - Prince Frederick, MD - friend - September 29, 2014 at
12:00 AM

My thoughts and prayers to you and your beautiful family. They are
blessed with so many happy memories you have left to hold them
until you all meet again. God Bless

Bobbi Bell - September 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM



My condolences to the Nigl family on Mike's death. My wife (Lisa
Schroeder) and | graduated with Pat. Pat and | were high school
teammates and close friends (and still are!) | recall many fun times
at the Nigl residence outside Gillingham with Pat and many of our
rambunctious friends. | can remember Mike's kind smile his
exasperation with some of our antics. He was always a calming, if
not intimidating force to a group of high school boys. I will also
remember Mike's kind smile, and the way he carried himself with
confidence and integrity. Mike - you will be missed, but your
contributions will live on.

Brian Tennant - Madison, WI - Family friend - September 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Dear Mary Jo,

Although we did not know Mike for that long of a time, he felt like a
friend immediately. We met him when we had our kitchen
remodeled. He was so patient and helpful and never got upset, the
numerous times | changed my mind. We really enjoyed working with
him.

I know Paul is going to miss talking with Mike about politics and
things in general. We had a very good relationship with him. | know
he will be missed.

We are hoping that this message will give you and your family some
comfort, knowing that you are in our thoughts. We are so sorry for
your loss.

Sincerely,

Paul and Christene Breininger

Paul and Christene Breininger - Richland Center, WI - Friend - September 29,
2014 at 12:00 AM



So sorry for your loss. Your memories will get you thru the rough
times. You could tell that Mike loved his family deeply. Time does
heal all wounds. God Bless you all during this difficult time.

Chris Storer - Richland Center, WI - friend - September 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Mike was one of my first aircraft commanders in Grand Forks. |
often tell the story about going TDY to Japan with him. He walked
down the streets towering over the older Japanese women politely
saying, "Hi!" in his booming voice as he passed by. He was so
embarrassed when | told him he was walking down the street
shouting "YES!" to all the ladies in Japanese (hai!). He was a
genuinely nice guy.

I am so sorry for your loss. Prayers of comfort and healing for your
family.

Bobbie Goodwin - US Air Force - September 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM



| remember meeting Mike and Mary Jo at an open-gym for
volleyball. | was new to the group and Mike and Mary Jo were so
welcoming and kind. Their smiles and laughter were infectious and
every week | would look forward to seeing them and hoped to play
on their team because of their positivity and encouragement. It's no
wonder their kids are so amazing, they have the best parents in the
world!! ;)

Even though | didn't know Mike long, he's someone | will remember
forever. He's someone that lifted everyone up around him! His love
for Mary Jo and his family was an inspiration. He truly lived and
loved life!

I'm proud to have known him and be a small part of his life. Mary Jo
and his children will live forever with his love in their hearts and
that's probably all any of us could ask for, is to leave this world with
our love carried on by those that we loved.

My thoughts and prayers go to Mike's family to help carry them
through this great loss.

Roxie - Reedsburg, WI - Volleyball friend - September 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM
Prayers for the Nigl Family word cannot express how sorry we are
for your loss. Love Deana, Tony, Meredith, Kristin & Stephanie

Williams.

Deana Williams - Panama City Beach, FL - Friend - September 29, 2014 at 12:00
AM



Blessings of sympathy in the loss of your loved one. He will be
missed by so many. | enjoyed caring for him in the hospital. May
God give you all strength to endure the days ahead. HUGS

helen sheafor - Richland Center, WI - friend - September 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

So Sorry to hear about Mike. He was such a wonderful person. My
condolences to his wife n children and his entire family. R.I.P. Mike
god just got a wonderful angel.Many memoies of High school with
him. He never had a bad word to say about any one. If only we
could have a world full of Mike Nigls.

Tammy Draves - Madison, WI - friend - September 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

So sorry for your loss, my thoughts and prayers are with you all!

Bonnie Gander - Billings, MT - September 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Mike,

You were and always will be the sweetest guy ever. Your smile lit up
the night and you will be missed. | remember the day you got
accepted to the Air Force Academy and the snoball dance we
attended with your sister Teresa. She drove a big van and it was
fun..1 still have the pics of all of us. | can't express how very sad the
whole Gerdes family is at your passing. You made it to see 50, |
wish the number was higher. My heart and prayers go out to your
family..hugs to all of them. My heart is breaking too. All my prayers
and hugs, Becky Gerdes

Becky Gerdes - Petaluma, CA - friend/classmate - September 29, 2014 at 12:00
AM



Although Mike and | were never close friends, he always had a kind
word and a smile that was nothing but perfect white teeth! | feel
fortunate to have known such a great man and hope it helps his
family knowing he touched so many lives. My condolences go out to
you his family and my prayers are with you all, during this difficult
time.

Betsy Weeden Wiedenfeld - Richland Center, WI - schoolmate - September 29,
2014 at 12:00 AM

I am so sorry for your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with all of
you.

Heather Fitzloff - Farmington , MN - September 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

I never knew Mike. He graduated from the Zoo in '86 and |
graduated in '89, so he as an upperclassman probably yelled in my
face at one point (LOL). But we share many same commonalities;
Zoomie, KC-135 pilot, AETC IP, United pilot (at least | used to be),
and most of all at one point a young dad holding our offspring baby
in our arms. I'm glad that Mike took the time to take a photo of
himself, in uniform, with his wife and with his kids. Most of us are
reluctant to dust off the service uniforms to take a photo, but your
kids will appreciate those pictures when they are adults. The photos
from the pre-social media days tell them who their dad was and
what he stood for. God bless his family.

Tsuyoshi Tung - Wichita, KS - AFA alum, KC-135/UA pilot - September 29, 2014
at 12:00 AM

Prayers and love to you and the kids, Mary Jo. Prayers and love.

Larry Rhodes - September 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM



Mike and your entire family made us so very welcome into your
family on numerous occasions, including two Christmas Eves. It
was precious time with your sweet family. The gorgeous bed Mike
carefully handcrafted will be a special family heirloom for
generations. Our family is truly mourning with your sweet family. We
are thinking and praying for each one of you and crying right along
with you. xoxo Sincerely, Cam & Cassy

Cameron & Cassy Vieth - Richland Center, WI - neighbors & friends - September
29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Mike's smile always lit up a room. His smile and positive attitude
definitely helped me a lot during basic training and our first two
years at the Academy. What a great friend and human being! He
leaves a legacy of joy and compassion.

| can honestly say that all of my memories of Mike are happy ones,
both at the Academy and at our various class reunions. His pride in
his family was always evident.

God Speed, Mike! May God strengthen and bless the Nigl family.

In Christ,
Shelley

Shelley Hills - Colorado Springs, CO - College Classmate - September 29, 2014
at 12:00 AM

Very sorry for your loss. | keep you in my prayers.

Fr. Pedro Escribano - Sauk City, WI - September 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM



| am so sorry to hear about your loss... | went to school with rudy
and jeff. Did not really know mike but and so sorry for the loss.. he
was way too young. he sounds like he grew up to be a great
husband, father and man, he made is family proud.

Carmen(bauer) Zoha - montfort, WI - September 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM



